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Trench Safety Stand Down 

Kick-off event on June 13th 

TSSD Week June 17-21st 

See details on page 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Man Up Training 

Punch Out Class 

June 20th 

A.J. Johns Training Center 

6:00 pm 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope everyone is happy, healthy and doing well! 

As always, thank you to our monthly sponsors, we 

couldn’t be as successful as we are without you! 

 

We had a record turn out for the NUCA of North 

Florida Night at the Baseball Grounds!  The weather 

was beautiful, and it was a perfect night for baseball! 

June is pretty quiet for NUCA of North Florida, but 

July is another story.  On July 11th, we will have a 

Board of Directors meeting and celebrate our annual 

Scholarship Night!  If you, or any of your employees 

have children entering college, continuing college, 

or entering Trade School, make sure they get an 

application turned in!  ITS FREE MONEY.  It really 

doesn’t get much better than that.  Also, on July 

11th, I will be stepping down as President of NUCA 

of North Florida, and our good friend, Chad 

Cockrell from A.J. Johns will be stepping in.  Come 

out and give him and the scholarship winners some 

support!  July 18th-20th is the NUCA of Florida 

Annual Conference at the Wyndham Grand in 

Clearwater Beach.  There are always great speakers, 

and it is a very good way to network with our fellow 

Utility Contractors from around the state.  Hopefully 

you didn't mind me being President here in North 

Florida, because I will be sworn in as President of 

NUCA of Florida at this event.  Come on down! 

 

As always, please continue to support our members 

and associates. If there is anything I can 

do to help you out, please do not hesitate to give me 

a call. 

Sincerely,   

  

 

2019 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President 

Mike Kivlin, John Woody, Inc. 

 President-Elect 

Chad Cockrell, A. J. Johns, Inc. 

Vice President I 

Gabriel Powers, Vallencourt Construction  

Vice President II 

Marty Adams, TB Landmark 

 Secretary/Treasurer 

Rob Pinkston, Ferguson Waterworks 

General Counsel 

Tony Zebouni, Regan, Atwood 
 

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Rick Erickson, Beard Equipment Company 

Billy Hood, J. B. Coxwell Contracting 

Drew Lane, Advanced Drainage Systems 

Jason Plauche, Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Con. 

Justin Scarberry, ECS Florida 

Jarod Wolford, Martin Marietta Materials 

Jon Woodall, John Woody, Inc. 
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2019 NUCA of North Florida  
Monthly Sponsors 

Diamond Sponsor 

United Rentals  
Trench Safety 

 

Platinum Sponsors 

Beard Equipment Company 

Sterett Heavy Hauling 
 

Silver Sponsor 

Ring Power Corporation 

 

Gold Sponsor 

Standard Precast, Inc. 

 

Bronze Sponsors 

A.J. Johns, Inc. 

ECS Florida, LLC 

Flagler Construction  

Equipment 

Gate Fuel Service 

John Woody, Inc. 

Lippes & Bryan 

Petticoat-Schmitt Civil 

Contractors 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

June 13th 

Trench Safety Kick-Off 

A.J. Johns Training Center 

7:30 AM 
 

June 17th to 21st 

Trench Safety Stand Down 
 

June 30th 

Next Man Up 

Punch List 

A.J. Johns 

6:00 pm 
 

July 11th 

Board of Director’s Meeting 

Scholarship Night 

River City Brewing 
 

July 18th to 20th 

NUCA of Florida Conference 

Clearwater Beach, FL 
 

August 3rd 

Fishing Tournament 

NEFMA St. Augustine 
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The Law and Your Business – Plumbing Subcontractor is Awarded Prevailing 

Party Attorney’s Fees against General Contractor per Fla. Stat. § 57.105(7).  

 

By Rebecca Ross, Regan Atwood. P.A. 

 

In Progressive Plumbing, Inc. v. Kast Constr, II, LLC  there was a contract 

dispute between a plumbing subcontractor and a general contractor regarding two 

construction projects located in St. Petersburg, FL (STP) and North Palm Beach, FL 

(NPB). The plumbing subcontractor claimed that it was owed for work completed on 

the projects and that the general contractor had refused to return a booster pump used 

to maintain water pressure on the NPB project. Both subcontracts for the NBP and the 

STP projects contained a prevailing party attorney’s fees clause for the Contractor in 

the event that the subcontractor delays or otherwise defaults under the subcontract.  

Florida law, however, equalizes the recovery of attorney’s fees by providing that, if a 

contract awards one party reasonable attorney’s fees, then the other party may have 

such recovery if it is the prevailing party.  

 

Here, the plumbing subcontractor was deemed the prevailing party on both 

contracts, therefore, it was entitled to reasonable attorney’s fees for both contracts per 

the statute. Further, the court explained that the plumbing subcontractor’s claims for 

breach of contract and fraud/conversion against the general contractor sought the 

same remedy - to recover under the contracts. And the subcontractor’s contract and 

fraud/conversion claims arose from the same core facts. As a result, there was no need 

for the subcontractor to separate its legal fees between those incurred in litigating the 

contract claims versus those incurred in litigating the related legal claims for fraud/

conversion. Thus, in addition to its damages, the subcontractor was awarded all of its 

costs and attorney’s fees incurred in pursuing the claims subject to minor adjustments 

for reasonableness.   

 

.  

 

 

 

The Law and Your Business 
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NUCANF NIGHT AT BASEBALL GROUNDS 
 

We had a beautiful night for our event at Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville.  We sold 

over 380 tickets for this event, a record high.  Guests were treated to an all you can 

eat buffet served on the Shrimp Deck.  Then it was on to the game as the Jacksonville 

Jumbo Shrimp took on the Montgomery Bay Bears Biscuits.  There were lots of fun 

things taking place between the ball game.  Unfortunately, the Jumbo Shrimp lost to 

the Biscuits. 
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Outstanding Individual Contributor 

Winner, Ashton Milam 

President’s Award  Winner, Marty 

Adams 

Mike Woodall was recognized with 

a Clock for his many years of 

service on  the NUCA of North 

Florida Board of Directors 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

2020 NUCA National Conference is February 26-28, 2020 in Tucson, Arizona. The 

room rate is $289 per night at a resort. The Annual Conference Committee will start 

meeting in June for planning. There will be a golf event. There will be more plenary 

education sessions geared towards management.  

 

TRENCH SAFETY STAND DOWN 
 

Is your company participating in the Trench Safety Stand down being held June 17th 

to 21st?  Please be sure to fill out the forms available on the nuca.com website.  

NUCA will provide a Certificate of Participation which will be mailed to all 

participating companies by the end of July 2019. NUCA will publish the list of names 

of participating organizations on the NUCA website and in our printed 

publications. Submit TSSD Completion Forms (which can be filled out 

electronically) and any questions you may have to safety@nuca.com  

 

INNOVATIVE HOUSING SHOWCASE 
 

NUCA is preparing to participate in an Innovative Housing Showcase and is 

partnering with HUD and the National Home Builders Association. NUCA is setting 

up a booth on June 1-4, 2019 with a 20 x 75 foot space on the National Mall. 

Directional drilling will be showcased. The public, government agencies and 

members of Congress will be invited to see it. There will be some equipment 

demonstrations and simulators in the booth.  

 

ATWELL ATTENDS WASHINGTON SUMMIT 
 

Lauren Atwell, Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors,  

recently attended the NUCA Washington Summit.  

He had a meeting with a staff member of Rep. John 

Rutherford as well as Senator Marco Rubio and 

Senator Rick Scott.  Lauren also attended the NUCA 

Board of Directors meeting and Executive Committee 

meeting. 

 

mailto:safety@nuca.com
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SAFETY NEWS 
By Jeff Blomgren 

Safety Director at Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER IN FLORIDA 
 

Summer comes every year and we have to prepare for the onslaught of hot 

humid Florida days that seem to last forever.  Along with those hot humid days is 

our exposure to the conditions that complicate our work because it becomes a 

determining factor in productivity and performance.  OSHA has information on 

working in high heat conditions on their website.  NUCA has toolbox talks that 

focus on heat awareness, and there are products like Gatorade and Sqwincher 

that provide electrolyte supplements.  There is a lot of information out there that 

contain a heat index charts and other suggestions that can serve as a guide for 

taking the necessary steps to protect our employees from the harmful effects of 

working in hot humid conditions.   
 

Some basic suggestions are to use sunscreen, wear clothing that shields your 

skin from the sun, drink plenty of fluids and be sure to replenish electrolytes lost 

through perspiration.  Ultra violet rays from the sun will damage your eyes.  Look 

for safety glasses that have a rating of 99%-100% ultra violet protection.  Be 

aware of the stages of heat effects on the body.  Heat cramps, heat exhaustion and 

heat stroke are the three stages of heat illness indications.  Heat cramps are 

muscle spasms in the arms, legs or abdomen.  Heat exhaustion indicators are low 

blood pressure, rapid pulse and even fainting.   The most serious is heat stroke 

that can lead to unconsciousness and even death.  People suffering heat stroke 

have to be hospitalized.  Taking breaks, finding shade, planning our days to get 

the heaviest work done during the early morning hours or even considering 

night work are all things that could be implemented.   
 

Our summers are brutal but if we take steps to mitigate the risk of working in 

summer heat, we can complete our heat season safely.   
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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