
  

 

 

 

N
U

C
A

 O
F

 N
O

R
T

H
  
F

L
O

R
I
D

A
,
 I

N
C

.
  

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

July 15th 

Scholarship Night 

River City Brewing Company 

6:00 pm 

 

August 29th 

Fishing Tournament 

St. Augustine 

See forms on page 9 & 10 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I hope that you all are healthy and doing 

well.  Thank you to all our monthly 

sponsors, we couldn’t be as successful as we 

are without you! 

 

We will be holding our Annual Scholarship 

Awards meeting July 15th, at River City 

Brewing Co. at 6:00 pm.  Hope to see you 

there! 

 

Unfortunately, the NUCA of Florida 

Conference in Naples has been postponed, 

we will keep you informed as we get more 

information on when it will be rescheduled   

 

We will be hosting our annual NUCANF 

Fishing tournament on August 29th, so please 

go ahead and get your registrations and 

sponosrships filled out and turned in.  We 

will be hosting our Annual Golf Tournament 

on September 22nd.  Mark your calendars! 

 

As always, please continue to support our 

members and associates.  If there is 

anything, I can do to help you out, please do 

not hesitate to give me a call.  I look forward 

to working with you all. 

 

Sincerely,   

Chad 

 

 
2020 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

President 
Chad Cockrell, A. J. Johns, Inc. 

 President-Elect 
Gabriel Powers, Burnham Construction 

Vice President I 

Marty Adams, TB Landmark 
Vice President II 

Jason Plauche, Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Con. 
 Secretary/Treasurer 

Rob Pinkston, Ferguson Waterworks 
General Counsel 

Tony Zebouni, Lindell & Farson, & Zebouni 
Past President 

Mike Kivlin, John Woody, Inc. 

 
   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Wesley Cook, Florida Roads Contracting 

Rick Erickson, Beard Equipment Company 

Tim Gaddis, Vallencourt Construction 

Billy Hood, J. B. Coxwell Contracting 

Drew Lane, Advanced Drainage Systems 

Chance Leonard, ECS Florida 

Rick Parker, Standard Precast 

Barry Watson, Fortiline Waterworks 

Jarod Wolford, Martin Marietta Materials 

Jon Woodall, John Woody, Inc. 
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2020 NUCA of North Florida  
 

Monthly Sponsors 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

United Rentals  
Trench Safety 

 
Fortiline Waterworks 

 

 

Platinum Sponsors 

Beard Equipment Company 
 
 

Gold Sponsor 

Standard Precast, Inc. 

 

Silver Sponsor 

Ring Power Corporation 
 

 

Bronze Sponsors 

A.J. Johns, Inc. 
ECS Florida, LLC 
Alta Construction  

Equipment 
Gate Fuel Service 
John Woody, Inc. 
Lippes & Bryan 

Petticoat-Schmitt Civil 
Contractors 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

 

July15th 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Scholarship Night  

River City Brewing Company 

6:00 pm 

August 11th 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

August 29th 

NUCA Fishing Tournament 

St. Augustine 

 

Sept. 8th 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

Sept. 22nd 

Golf Tournament 

 

November 3rd 

Sporting Clay Challenge 

Jacksonville Clay Target 

Sports 
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The Law and Your Business– Notice of Commencement and Priorities  
By Tony Zebouni, Lindell, Farson & Zebouni 

 
A general contractor executed and recorded a notice of commencement on January 7, 2014 that was 
accurate, with the exception that it was not signed by the owner of the property. Notwithstanding, the 
owner was aware of the general contractor's notice of commencement and made no objection to the same, 
nor did the owner terminate the general contractor's January 7, 2014, notice of commencement. No lender 
was listed on the January 7, 2014, general contractor's notice of commencement. The following day, 
January 8, 2014, BB&T recorded a mortgage against the subject property and recorded its own notice of 
commencement, listing BB&T as the lender. BB&T's notice of commencement was signed by the owner 
of the property.  
 
A subcontractor who contracted with the general contractor to perform construction improvements on the 
property, served a notice to owner pursuant to section 713.06(2)(a) and eventually recorded a 
construction claim of lien against the property on September 25, 2014, for work performed. When efforts 
to collect the monies due under the lien failed, the subcontractor filed suit to foreclose its lien free and 
clear from all other claims -- including BB&T's claim. BB&T took no issue with the form and substance 
of the claim of lien itself, nor did it contest the perfecting of the claim of lien. 
 
A notice of commencement serves two main purposes. First, it serves to protect the owner by providing a 
trigger date for when the statute of limitations begins to run.  Second, and equally important, the notice of 
commencement serves to provide a lienor with the necessary information for purposes of serving the 
required notice to owner under section 713.06(2)(a), thereby perfecting the lien. The notice of 
commencement is in essence a roadmap for the lienor and contains the name of the owner of the real 
property to be improved; the description of the real property; the name of the general contractor, surety, 
and lender; and where the formal notices to the owner are to be sent and who is to receive copies of the 
same. § 713.13(1)(a).  
 
The general contractor's January 7, 2014, notice of commencement in this case substantially complied 
with the requirements of section 713.13 because it contained all of the relevant and required information 
that satisfied the dual purposes of the notice of commencement: (1) to measure time limitations and (2) to 
provide the lienor with the current names and addresses of the owner and general contractor allowing the 
lienor to properly mail the statutorily required notice to owner. Further, BB&T was in the better position 
to protect itself by performing an updated title search through the date it filed its mortgage or by 
otherwise requiring the owner of the property to terminate the general contractor's January 7, 2014, notice 
of commencement pursuant to section 713.132 before recording BB&T's mortgage.  
 
Accordingly, the court held  that a notice of commencement not signed by the owner, but instead signed 
by the general contractor with the owner's authority, is not a nullity, per se, in a lien foreclosure action 
brought by a subcontractor where the subcontractor has strictly complied with chapter 713 and relies 
upon the defective notice of commencement, which is otherwise in substantial compliance with section 
713.07.  
 
This case highlights the importance of statutory compliance but also the time it took to get final resolution 
by the court. 
 
EDWIN TAYLOR CORPORATION, v. MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.,  

The Law and Your Business 
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TB LANDMARK 

A.J. Johns had Buddy 
Underwood, Asst. Area 
Director from OSHA come and 
speak to their Pipe Crews . 

Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors 

 TRENCH SAFETY STAND DOWN 
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FOURTH OF JULY FUN FACTS 
 

 
THE USE OF FIREWORKS DATES BACK TO 1777 
 
The tradition of setting off fireworks on Independence Day began on the holiday's first anniversary in 1777, 
according to the History Channel. On July 5, 1777, the Pennsylvania Evening Post reported that, "there was 
a grand exhibition of fireworks (which began and concluded with thirteen rockets) on the Commons, and 
the city was beautifully illuminated" the night of July 4. That same night, the Sons of Liberty set off 
fireworks over Boston Common.  
 
 
THREE U.S. PRESIDENT’S HAVE DIED ON JULY 4TH 
 
On July 1826, 50 years after the declaration of Independence was finalized, former U.S. Presidents Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams reportedly died just hours apart.  Exactly five years later, James Monroe 
reportedly became the third U.S. President to die on July 4th. 
 
THE LIBERTY BELL HASN’T BEEN RUNG SINCE 1846 
 
US History notes that every year on July 4, the Liberty Bell is symbolically tapped 13 times by children who 
are descendants of Declaration signers, honoring the original 13 states.  Unfortunately, the bell cannot be 
rung, as it was deemed too fragile after a crack appeared on George Washington’s birthday in 1846, which 
is the last time it was rung. 
 
 
JULY 4TH WASN’T  FEDERAL HOLIDAY UNTIL 1870. 
 
Nearly 100 years after Massachusetts made July 4 an official state celebration, Congress declared 
Independence Day an unpaid federal holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays.  In 
1941, the 4th of July finally became a paid holiday for federal employees. 
 
NATHAN’S HOT DOG EATING CONTEST BEGAN IN 1916. 
 
Nathan’s annual July 4th hot dog eating contest reportedly began on July 4, 1916 when according to its 
website, four recent U.S. immigrants made their own competition at Nathan’s original Coney Island stand.  
The first recorded contest took place in 1972 and in 2018 Joey Chestnut set a world record by consuming 74 
hot dogs in 10 minutes.   
 
AMERICANS CONSUME ABOUT 150 MILLION HOT DOGS ON JULY 4TH. 
 
According to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council, approximately 150 million hot dogs are consumed 
by Americans on the 4th of July each year.  If lined up, that amount of hot dogs could stretch from 
Washington D.C. to Los Angeles more than 5 times. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.history.com/news/july-4-fireworks-independence-day-john-adams
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SAFETY NEWS 
By Jeff Blomgren 

Safety Director at Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trench Safety Stand Down Week 
 

I’m sure that we all have success stories of our week of trench safety activities.  I 

know we do here but what we do for the rest of our work life should reflect the same 

intensity that we have shown this week during TSSD.  In researching the information 

we shared with our people this week, I was saddened by the stories of trench failures 

and the human toll left in the wake of those events.  Some of the statistical data 

shared in the NUCA/ROCO Rescue webinar were eye opening.  Having a competent 

person on site at all times, making sure that the protective equipment on site is used 

effectively and then, the after effect of non-compliance was startling.  Every project 

manager, superintendent, pipe foreman, estimator, engineer, employee, etc. should 

have this webinar on their “to do” education list.  It’s a great information tool.     
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 NEW MEMBER 
 

Please join us in welcoming the following new member to the NUCA family. 
   

Bouchard Insurance 

Contact:  Hunter DeWitt, Commercial Insurance Consultant 

1 N. Dale Mabry Hwy 

Tampa, FL 33609 

Phone:  727-373-2872  

Email:  HunterDeWitt@BouchardInsurance.com 

Website:  BouchardInsurance.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
NUCANF GOLF TOURNAMENT 

SEPTEMBER 22nd 
St. Johns Golf & Country Club 

SAVE THE DATE 
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 NEW MEMBER  SPOTLIGHT 
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JULY FEATURED SPONSOR 


