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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 
 

Join us on Tuesday, June 6th at 11:30 am 

For TSSD Kick-off event 

At 

Northeast Florida Safety Council 

1725 Art Museum Drive , Classroom 6 

 

Our goal is to have at least one person 

from each of our contractors member 

firms present. 

 

Lunch will be served. Please RSVP to 

nucanf@gmail.com 

 

June 15th 

Next Man Up 

Plan Reading Class 

6:00 pm 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
Hello Fellow NUCA members, 
 

Hello again and welcome as we roll into the summer 
season of 2023 and the bright Florida sunshine!! The 
first half of this year has already started with a bang 
and been full of heavily attended events, it’s been 
outstanding. Thank you to all our gracious sponsors, 
members and contributors that make our organization 
the greatest in the construction industry.  
 
We held our annual Jumbo Shrimp event for members 
and their families/friends this past month, and wow 
what a successful turnout. It was so great to see 
everyone in attendance with our future generation of 
construction professionals and watch some baseball.  
 
This month of June is all about Trench safety, as we 
kick off with an event on June 6th to get us rolling. The 
kick-off event will be held at the Northeast Florida 
Safety Council location in Jacksonville at 11:30AM. Be 
sure to RSVP with Kathy at nucanf@gmail.com if 
interested in attending. We have invited OSHA and 
members of JFRD Trench / Rescue squad to attend 
for some valuable information and life-saving tips. Our 
goal is to have 1 representative from each of our 
contractor firms in attendance. Get involved and help 
protect our men and women that make up our great 
industry.  
 
Other events are also on the horizon for our chapter 
this summer. We have a Next Man Up class coming 
for “Blueprint-Plan Reading” on June 15th, as well as 
our College Scholarship Night on July 13th at the Aloft 
Hotel. Details have been sent out in several emails, if 
you have not received information or still have 
questions, feel free to reach out to myself or Kathy for 
more information.  
 
As always, help us in growing this construction 
community. Get involved and make NUCA yours, as 
our NUCA chairman puts it, in his past newsletter. 
There are so many dividends that come from being 
involved in this local Chapter, the state affiliation and 
NUCA national. As with anything in life, fruit is only 
achieved from the labor you are willing to put in. The 
more our members get involved, the better our 
industry becomes, and your company’s prosperity can 
be endless. The comradery with other members, 
networking at any of our events or just a simple phone 
call for advice is just a few of the countless ways you 
can make your membership pay you back.  
 
Unit next month, stay safe and stay involved! 

 

Tim Gaddis Jr. 
 

 
2023 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

 

President 

Tim Gaddis, Vallencourt Construction 

 President-Elect 

Caleb  Hurlbert, A.J. Johns, Inc. 

Vice President I 

Paul Gilsdorf, Haskell 

Vice President II 

Alvaro Rios, T.G. Utility Company, Inc. 

 Secretary/Treasurer 

Marty Adams, TB Landmark 

General Counsel 

Tony Zebouni, Lindell, Farson & Zebouni 

Past President 

Mike Kivlin, John Woody, Inc. 

 
   

 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Kirk Blomgren, Petticoat-Schmitt Civil  

Joseph Geiger, Cemex 
Billy Hood, J. B. Coxwell Contracting 

Tommy Hyatt III, Florida Roads Contracting  
Valinda Krynicki, United Rentals  

Drew Lane, Advanced Drainage Systems 
Chance Leonard, ECS Florida 

Rick Parker, Rinker Materials 
Ryan Pugh, Ferguson Waterworks 
Dean Vanzant, A. J. Johns, Inc. 

Barry Watson, Fortiline Waterworks 
Chris Wilson, Martin Marietta Materials 

Jon Woodall, John Woody, Inc. 
 

mailto:nucanf@gmail.com
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2023 NUCA of North Florida  
 

Monthly Sponsors 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

Sunbelt Rentals 
 

Sunstate Equipment  
Trench Safety 

 

United Rentals  
Trench Safety 

 

Platinum Sponsors 

Beard Equipment Company 
 
 

Gold Sponsor 

Alta Equipment Company 

ECS Florida, LLC 
Fortiline Waterworks 

Linder Industrial Machinery 
Nimnicht Chevrolet 

Pipeline Constructors, Inc. 
Ring Power Corp. 

 

Silver Sponsor 

A.J. Johns Inc. 

Benchmark 
Gate Fuel Service, Inc. 

John Woody, Inc. 

Lippes & Bryan 
Petticoat-Schmitt Civil 

Contractors 

Rinker Materials 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  

June 6th 

Safety Director’s Forum 

TSSD Kick-off Event 
 

June 15th 

Next Man Up—Plan Reading 

A.J. Johns 

6:00 pm 
 

June 19th –23rd 

Trench Safety Stand Down 

 

June 20th 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

July 13th 

Board of Director’s Meeting   

Scholarship Night 

Aloft Tapestry Park 
 

July 19th-22nd 

NUCA of Florida 

Conference 

Ritz Carleton, Sarasota 
 

August 19th 

Annual Fishing Tournament 

NEFMA 

St. Augustine 
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The Law and Your Business – Liability of Independent Contractors - 

Tony Zebouni, Lindell, Farson & Zebouni, P.A.  

 

Many of the agreements that you enter into provide specific language whereby either you, or your 
subcontractor, is an “independent contractor”. What is your potential liability if you subcontract a 
portion of your scope of work and a third party is injured?  A recent case provides an analysis of 
liability and non-delegable duty involving the work of independent contractors. SCS 
(“contractor”) entered into a contract with Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc. to provide it with floor 
cleaning and janitorial services. The contractor then subcontracted the work to a third-party 
independent contractor. After falling in the Winn-Dixie store at which she was employed, JG filed 
a negligence action against the contractor, alleging in part that it breached its duty of care to warn 
Winn-Dixie employees and invitees of the unreasonably slippery floors that caused her injuries. 
 
The general rule in Florida is that a party is not responsible for the negligence of its independent 
contractor(s), however, a party that hires an independent contractor may be liable for the 
contractor's negligence where a nondelegable duty is involved. Such a duty may be imposed by 
statute, contract, or the common law. In determining whether a duty is nondelegable, the question 
is whether the responsibility at issue is so important to the community that an employer should not 
be allowed to transfer it to a third party.  
 
The duty of a general contractor to use due care in repairing the premises of another, insofar as it 
is applicable to the owner of the premises who was in contractual privity with the general 
contractor, is a nondelegable duty that may not be committed to an independent contractor. 
 
The mere existence of a contract does not create vicarious liability “as to third persons for the 
negligent acts of the independent contractor.”  Where the contracting party makes it her or his 
duty to perform a task, that party cannot escape liability for the damage caused to the other 
contracting party by the negligence of independent contractors hired to carry out the task. The 
court determined that the injured Winn Dixie employee could not maintain a suit against the 
contractor under the facts before the court.  
 
JODI GARCIA, v. SOUTHERN CLEANING SERVICE, INC, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Law and Your Business 
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Jumbo Shrimp Game Highlights 

 

We had a nice night for our Jumbo Shrimp game.  We had over 300 people purchase 

tickets to the game including an all you can eat buffet.  It was great to see many 

people bring their families out for the game.  This is always a popular event and we 

actually sold out this year.   
 

The Jumbo Shrimp lost to the Norfolk Tides by a score of 3 to 1.  If you didn’t have a 

chance to join us this year, this is usually an annual event. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 
We are heading back 

to see the Icemen 
On  

February 24th 
At 

7:00 pm 
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SAFETY NEWS 
By Jeff Blomgren 

Safety Director at Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LADDER INSPECTION 
 
From 2017 to 2021 ladder related incident accounted for more than 800 deaths and 27,000 plus 
non-fatal injuries resulting in days away from work according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.   
 
We sometimes take ladders for granted.  Every home has one and almost every worksite has at 
least one ladder but not everyone knows how to use a ladder properly or has been trained in how 
to use one safely.  OSHA 1926.1053 Section (b)(15) states “Ladders shall be inspected by a 
competent person for visible defects on a periodic basis and after any occurrence that could affect 
their safe use.”  OSHA goes on to say that workers must be trained in the safe use of 
ladders.  Most often, that training will occur on the job and may not be adequate.  Being trained to 
look for defects includes looking for loose steps, rungs, bolts, and warning labels that are 
illegible.  Set up and use are included in training along with using the correct ladder for the job at 
hand.  Reading warning labels and understanding the weight restrictions, and other necessary 
information is essential for safe use. 
 
There are many resources available for educational purposes.  Many ladder manufactures produce 
videos that can be used for training as well as handouts that can be given out in training 
sessions.  Simple things like using three point contact when using the ladder, picking the right 
height, leaving three feet at the top for clearance and making sure the ladder is positioned properly 
should be emphasized. Storage and transport are key items in maintaining ladders.  Ladders 
should be placed where they can be protected and not create a hazard.  When transporting ladders, 
they should be secured and not become a hazard to the traveling public if they should become 
dislodged.  If we all pay attention to the proper way to use the ladder at home and on the job, we 
can reduce the number of injuries and fatalities that occur each year.              
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Please join me in welcoming the following company who recently joined our  
association. 
 
 

Reeves Construction Company 

Contact: Clyde Cross, Area Manager 

249 Industry Place 

St. Augustine, FL  32095 

Phone:  (904) 824-9901 

Cell:  (904) 859-4515 

Email:  ccoss@reevescc.com 

Website:  reevescc.com 
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JUMBO SHRIMP PHOTOS 
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WASHINGTON SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

We had a very busy schedule during our time in Washington DC for our Washington 
Summit.  NUCA participated in the Celebration of Construction held on the National 
Mall where they had a booth for 2 days.  The summit kicked off on Tuesday, May 
16th with an Executive Directors Council meeting.  The Government Relations 
committee meet for several hours discussing the key issues for discussions with our 
legislators.  We were pleased to have a Haley Borden  from House Majority Whip 
Tom Emmer’s office as one of our guest speakers.  Chairman Sam Graves (R-MO) 
was presented with the We Dig America award for his work on our behalf on 
Infrastructure issues.  In the afternoon, the board meeting with regional breakout 
sessions were held followed by a reception with the National Partners. 
 
Wednesday started bright and early with a breakfast legislative briefing with Zack 
Perconti and an EPA update with guest speaker Zack Shaffer.   Members then headed 
to the Capitol Hill to meet with their Senators and Representatives.  The Summit 
wrapped up with a Congressional Reception.  To top off our trip, Rep. Kat Cammack 
gave us a fabulous evening behind the scenes tour of the capital.  It was epic! 

 

Chairman Graves receives the We Dig America Award.    Board of Directors Meeting was held on Tuesday.     

Some of the Florida members in attendance at the Washington Summit. 
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Meeting with James Thomas in Rep. Aaron Bean’s 
Office. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meeting with Rep. John Rutherford. 

Meeting with staff members in Senator Rick Scott’s 
Office with NUCA of Florida Members 

Rep. Kat Cammack came out of a committee  
meeting for a quick photo. 
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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