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Upcoming Events 
 
March 5th - Sunshine 811 Meeting, 
Aloft 
 
March 11th -Young Professional 
Networking, Strings at the Beach 
 
April 9th - Next Man Training  
 
April 14th -Annual Golf Tournament 
 
April 25th - The Catty Shack Ranch, 
 
May 19th-20th - Washington DC 
Summit 
 
May 27th - Young Professional 
Networking 
 
June 15-19 - Trench Safety Stand Down 
 
July 9th - Scholarship Night 
 
July 16th-18th - NUCA Florida 
Conference 
 
August 22 - Fishing Tournament 
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2026 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
President 

Al Rios, TG Utility Company Inc 
 President-Elect 

Mike Kivlin, John Woody Inc 
Vice President I 

Blake Nugent, JB Coxwell 
Vice President II 

Caleb Hurlbert, AJ Johns 
 Secretary/Treasurer 

Marty Adams, TB Landmark 
General Counsel 

Tony Zebouni, Lindell & Zebouni  
 Past President 

Paul Gilsdorf, Haskell 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Tyler Clark, Horizon Pipe 
Wesley Cook, Florida Roads Contracting 
Tim Gaddis, Vallencourt Construction 

Joseph Geiger, Cemex 
Tommy Hyatt III, Florida Roads Contracting  

Valinda Krynicki, United Rentals  
Drew Lane, Advanced Drainage Systems 

Chance Leonard, ECS Florida 
Rick Parker, Rinker Materials 

Hunter Pruitt, Vallencourt Construction 
Ryan Pugh, Ferguson Waterworks 

Barry Watson, Fortiline Waterworks 
Chris Wilson, Martin Marietta Materials 

Jon Woodall, John Woody, Inc. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
2026 NUCA of North Florida  

Monthly Sponsors 
 

Diamond Sponsors 

National Trench Safety 
Sunbelt Rentals 

United Rentals Trench Safety 
 

Platinum Sponsors 

Beard Equipment Company 
Lowcountry Dewatering LLC 

 

Gold Sponsors 

A.J. Johns, Inc. 

Alta Equipment Company 

Company Wrench 
ECS Florida, LLC 

Ferguson Waterworks 
Florida Pumping Solutions 

Florida Roads Contracting 

Fortiline Waterworks 

John Woody, Inc. 

Linder Industrial Machinery 
Nimnicht Chevrolet 

Pipeline Constructors, Inc. 
Ring Power Corp. 

Synergy Equipment 
 

Silver Sponsors 
County Materials 

Gate Fuel Service, Inc. 

Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

March 5th 
Sunshine 811 Meeting 

 
March 11th 

Young Professionals Net-
working Event  

 
April 14th 

Annual Golf Tournament 
 

April 25th 
The Catty Shack Ranch Wild-

life Sanctuary-Tentative 
 

May 19th-20th 
Washington DC Summit 

 
July 16th-18th 

NUCA FL Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 5th 
Sunshine 811 Meeting 

 
March 11th 

Young Professionals Networking 
Event  

 
April 9th 

Next Man Up Training 
 

April 14th 
Annual Golf Tournament 

 
April 25th 

The Catty Shack Ranch Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

 
May 19th-20th 

Washington DC Summit 
 

May 27th 
Young Professional Networking 

 
June 15-19 

Trench Safety Stand Down 
 

July 9th 
Scholarship Night 

 
July 16th-18th 

NUCA FL Conference 
 

August 22 
Fishing Tournament 
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The Law and Your Business- Escrow Agents 
Tony Zebouni, Lindell & Zebouni, P.A.  
 
Many of you are familiar with Escrow Agreements. How the agreement works and who 
pays for any expenses related to payments under the escrow agreement was litigated in a 
recent case.  
 
This case involved a failed residential real estate transaction, the Escrow Agent sought 
recovery of its attorney fees from the escrow deposit.  

The standard purchase and sale contract between Buyers and Seller provided that the 
contract was contingent upon Buyers obtaining financing within thirty days of the 
agreement's effective date. The contract further required Escrow Agent to refund the es-
crow deposit to Buyers if, prior to the expiration of this thirty-day period, (1) Buyers 
were unable to obtain financing after the exercise of diligent effort, and (2) Buyers time-
ly provided written notice to Seller of their inability to obtain financing and their elec-
tion to terminate the contract. The Buyers were unable to obtain financing within the 
thirty-day period and that Buyers timely provided the required written notice to Seller. 
Buyers, therefore, were entitled to the return of their $15,000 escrow deposit. The Es-
crow Agent claimed that it was still entitled to be paid its attorney's fees from the es-
crow deposit.  

The contract authorized Escrow Agent to interplead funds and have its attorney's fees 
paid from the escrow deposit, but only if there were competing demands for the deposit 
or Escrow Agent had a “good faith doubt” as to entitlement to the deposit. Escrow 
Agent submitted no affidavits from Seller or the real estate agents involved in the trans-
actions, no copies of any communications evidencing competing demands, and no other 
evidence that supported Escrow Agent's alleged “good faith” in not honoring the con-
tract's plain and unambiguous provisions governing return of the escrow deposit. 

The escrow agent or his/her attorney did not have evidence to overcome the language in 
the agreement stating that all proceeds would be paid to the Buyer. It is important to 
read the terms and conditions of any agreement you sign to determine what fees can be 
paid from the deposit. If you don’t like the terms of an agreement, don’t be afraid to ne-
gotiate better terms 
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Industry News and Advocacy 

 
Fiscal Year 2026 Angst Concludes With Final Deal 
As Congress finally wraps up its Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 spending acƟons, NUCA's work over the past several 
months to preserve federal funding for industry projects paid off. The Interior and Environment Appropria-
Ɵons bill, signed into law in late January, maintains funding for the industry's two EPA water infrastructure 
programs at prior-year levels. The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) received a final appropriaƟon of 
$1.638 billion, unchanged from FY2025. Similarly, the Drinking Water SRF was allocated $1.126 billion, re-
flecƟng no increase or decrease compared to the previous fiscal year. 
  
These funds support criƟcal loans and grants for wastewater treatment, stormwater management, and safe 
drinking water projects naƟonwide, though significant porƟons-—$892.7 million Clean Water SRF and 
$715.3 million for Drinking Water SRF—were directed toward Congressional earmarks, reducing available 
revolving capital for the funds. NUCA has consistently argued that the earmark process, while delivering 
short-term benefits to the industry, deliver long-term headaches for SRF sustainability.  
 
NUCA will be advocaƟng for an increase in FY2027 funding to reflect the demand for resources to build and 
repair this criƟcal naƟonal infrastructure. 
 
 
NUCA Winter Fly-In: A Direct ConnecƟon Into D.C. 
The 2026 NUCA Winter Fly-In, held January 13-14 in Washington, D.C., marked a strong launch for NUCA's 
2026 advocacy efforts. Hosted at the Royal Sonesta Capitol Hill, the event brought together 18 NUCA mem-
bers and naƟonal staff for targeted meeƟngs on Capitol Hill. PrioriƟes discussed include reauthorizing and 
boosƟng funding for the two industry EPA State Revolving Funds and advancing highway and water infra-
structure legislaƟon. This opening event by NUCA's Government Affairs Working Group set a proacƟve di-
recƟon for our industry policy goals in the months ahead. Make sure your own voice is heard during the up-
coming May 19-20, 2026, Washington Summit. 
 
 
EPA Climate Change Decision Recission 
On Feb. 12, President Trump announced that the EPA would be rescinding the landmark legal determina-
Ɵon that concluded that global warming caused by greenhouse gasses endanger the health and welfare of 
current and future generaƟons. The White House and the EPA have described their decision to repeal the 
finding as "the largest deregulatory acƟon in American history." This finding, commonly referred to as the 
endangerment finding and originally issued in 2009, is the foundaƟon of the agency's work on climate 
change. The repeal will have far reaching effects, parƟcularly in the electric power industry, but the extent 
of its impacts are not yet fully understood. The White House and the EPA have described their decision to 
repeal the finding as "the largest deregulatory acƟon in American history." 
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Association News  
 
Your NUCA membership delivers business benefits that will help your boƩom line. Are you or your em-
ployees taking advantage of them? 
 
NUCA Assurance: Get more control over your business insurance program 
Join like-minded NUCA contractors who have taken control of their claims, managed their risk, and secured 
beƩer, more focused insurance services for their businesses. NUCA Assurance is a construcƟon-focused 
group capƟve owned by NUCA members and designed by insurance experts to deliver the claims control 
and risk-management support smart construcƟon business owners need. This cost-effecƟve associaƟon 
benefit helps your company purchase workers' compensaƟon, general liability, and auto liability insurance. 
Find out how to get more control over your uƟlity construcƟon company's insurance needs by starƟng at 
NUCAAssurance.com. 
 
 
NUCA Benefits: Why NUCA Members Should Rethink Their 401(k) Strategy 
Managing a 401(k) plan oŌen creates more work than it should especially for NUCA members already 
stretched thin. That’s why NUCA has now partnered with Voya, AMP Administrator, and Greenline Wealth 
Management to create the Voyager 401(k) Pooled Employer Plan (PEP), built specifically for uƟlity contrac-
tors and their employees.  
 
Voyager simplifies plan administraƟon by pooling mulƟple NUCA companies into a single structure unlock-
ing access to economies of scale and service. Greenline also conducts a no-cost benchmarking review for 
NUCA members to idenƟfy savings and help reduce fiduciary liability through full outsourcing. Whether 
you're offering a plan today or considering one for the first Ɵme, Voyager offers a compliant, cost-effecƟve 
soluƟon designed around your construcƟon business. Schedule your free plan review today by calling 561-
405-6609 (opƟon 7), or email info@greenlinewm.com. 
 
 
NUCA Benefits: NUCA-WINS--Now Featuring AI-Powered Report GeneraƟon 
We're excited to announce a major new feature in NUCA-WINS -- AI-Powered Report GeneraƟon! With this 
new tool, you can now generate detailed reports instantly using natural language. NUCA-WINS new AI re-
port generator understands your request in plain English and produces accurate, ready-to-share results in 
seconds -- no need for filters, formulas or complex queries. Each report may be immediately exported to 
your choice of a PDF, CSV or Excel file. This means you can now get insights faster, save hours on manual 
report prep and share data-driven updates instantly with your team.  
 
It's live now! Just log in to your NUCA-WINS account and look for the "AI Reports" buƩon in your "Outputs" 
secƟon. Go to www.nucawins.com to start today. 
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American Flow Control® (AFC) is the valve and hy-
drant division of American Cast Iron Pipe Company 
and a leading manufacturer of waterworks products 
for water and wastewater systems. Serving municipal 
and industrial markets, AFC is known for its commit-
ment to innovation, quality, and efficiency, offering 
solutions that range from small-diameter valves to 
large-scale applications. The AMERICAN Flow Con-
trol product portfolio includes the iconic American-
Darling® and Waterous® brands of fire hydrants for 
reliable municipal and industrial fire protection, along 
with resilient wedge gate valves from 2” to 66” in di-
ameter, check valves, indicator posts, tapping sleeves, 
hydrant security products, and advanced remote pres-
sure monitoring technology. Together, these products 
support safe, efficient, and forward-looking water 
management systems.  
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2026 
NUCA National Convention 

Tucson Arizona 


